[For Illustrations to this Chapter, see Plates XXII to XXXIIL]

CHAPTER VII
INDIAN STATES

(a) HYDERABAD

THE Archaeological Department of the State of Hyderabad was
inaugurated in 1914, only three years after the accession of His
Exalted Highness Nawab Sir Mir Osman Ali Khan, G.C.S J., G.B.E.
The State Government had always shown a deep interest in the
exploration and conservation of the archaeological remains of the
Dominions, though, owing to the absence of a properly constituted
department, attempts in this direction were spasmodic and irregular.
During the ministry of the Nawab Salar Jung I enormous sums were
spent to preserve the monuments of the State, but after the death
of that illustrious statesman official interest in this matter slackened,
and the monuments again fell into disrepair and ruin. The Public
Works Department occasionally on their own initiative or at the
suggestion of the Archaeological Surveyor, Bombay Presidency, in
whose jurisdiction the monuments of the State were nominally
placed, came to the rescue, but conservation means more than
ordinary repairs, and, besides, requires some artistic and scientific
technique. The result was that, although the State Government
incurred considerable expenditure on the preservation of monu-
ments, antiquaries and art-critics deplored their condition and often
made appeals for their better upkeep. Thereupon the State authori-
ties entered into correspondence with the Director-General of
Archaeology in India, and with his advice and co-operation con-
stituted an Archaeological Department in the Dominions and ap-
pointed the present writer as its first Director.
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